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As part of the month long Trans 

Festival the Community Arts 
Forum have been hosting 
discussions on Arts as a Form of 

Protest including a discussion 
which took place on the 15th of 

July in the Black Box Cafe. This 
discussion was about anarchism 
and protest politics in Punk rock, 

specifically Belfast Anarcho-Punk. 
There were a number of guests 

including local musicians (from 
the Punk community and 
elsewhere), a representative of the 

Trans Festival, workers from the 
Community Arts Forum, a 

representative from a local 
independent Television Station, 
Northern Visions,, members of the 

Warzone and Just Books 
Collectives, local anarchist 
activists including members of 

Organise! and a few others. 

During the course of an hour, 

which is a miniscule amount of 
time to be discussing such a 
minefield of a topic, we managed 

to cover a range of issues. The new  
Warzone and Just Books 

Collectives joint project was 
talked about along with the ins and 
outs of running a (hopefully!) self-

sufficient autonomous social 
centre. The importance of a space 

like this was stressed and the point 
made that it would be more than 
just an entertainment venue and a Anarchist Art—A poster from the 

Spanish Revolution 

Organise! Poster utilising an image from 

Charlie Chaplin‟s Modern Times  

Just Books poster advertising the Howard 

Zinn play „Marx in Soho‟ that the Belfast 

based anarchist collective put on in Bel-

fast and Derry 

place for social gatherings, that it 

would provide a base for new 
forms of organising and provide a 
space for solidarity, radical 

thought and activism to thrive. At 
this time we discussed the 

„‟ghettoisation‟‟ of the punk 
subculture, within the Belfast punk 
scene in particular, and it was 

conceded that sometimes punk 
movements become stale cartoons 

of themselves and offer no real 
vehicle of social change. That said, 
we then took into consideration the 

amount of people in the room who 
would never have gotten involved 

in anarchism or left-wing politics 
had it not been for punk rock or 
the exposure at an early age to the 

punk community! 

It was of course mentioned that 
punk rock is not the only genre to 

incorporate protest politics and 
music but since anarcho-blues 

bands are a bit short on the ground 

in Belfast discussing punk seems a 

little more relevant. 

I think speaking as musician in a 
political hardcore/Punk band that I 

realise that “anarcho-punk” or 
“political-punk” aren‟t movements 

that will achieve social change. 
Punk rock does not have the 
ability to end social injustices or 

emancipate humanity from the 
shackles of global capitalism but 

political music can help to educate 
the listener. It can be used as a tool 
to inform the mis-informed and if 

nothing else provides a gateway 
into a community (however 

„„ghettoised‟‟)  were anarchism 
and activism are evident. 

Kev 

Organise! Reclaim May Day banner on 

its annual outing 

Belfast‟s third Anarchist Bookfair 

will take place over the 28th to 
30th of August. The Leveller 
hopes that this years event will 

build on the success of previous 
bookfairs. 

 
The theme of the talks at this years 
bookfair is 'Equality', and talks 

confirmed so far are: 
Equality and Northern Ireland 

Equality and Anarchism 
Fighting Racism and Fascism 
Equality and Education 

Taking on the Bosses 
 

We hope that this years 
discussions will prove informative, 
enjoyable and be of some use for 

ongoing and future organising. 
 

With people coming from near and 
far we are a bit pushed in terms of 
what we can offer by way of 

accommodation. Obviously we 
will be putting up people involved 

in giving talks as a priority but we 

might have some floor space 

available to travelling comrades. 
For further information email 
organiseireland@yahoo.ie 

 
There are also stalls confirmed by 

the Anarchist Federation, Antifa 
Belfast, Aufheben, Back to Front 
magazine, Organise!, Just Books 

Collective, RAG, Solidarity 
Federation and the Workers 

Solidarity Movement. 

 

The Bookfair itself will take place 

at the Belfast Unemployed 
Resource Centre from 12 noon to 
6pm on Saturday 29th August 

2009. 
 

"En el que sabe la grandeza de 

nuestro manana no cabe el 

pesimismo" 

Friday 28th and Sunday 30th 
August "En el que sabe la 

grandeza de nuestro manana no 
cabe el pesimismo - In one who 
knows the greatness of our 

tomorrows there is no room for 
pessimism" will see video 

showings and an exhibition of 
photo's from the late Abel Paz's 
'The Spanish Civil War' at 9-11 

Lombard Street, Belfast. 
 

Friday 28th 5.00 - 7.30 pm plus 
showing of the documentary by 
Lisa Berber and Carol Mazer "...de 

toda la vida" and Ken Loaches 
'Land and Freedom' 

Sunday 30th 1.00 - 4.00 pm plus 
showing of Vicente Aranda's 
'Libertarias' 


